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Art Spiegelman's graphic novel, Maus, was the inspiration for our 
performance. The author is  the  son  of  a  Polish  Jew  who  
survived  the  atrocities  of  war.  Spiegelman  wanted  to present 
his father's life to the world and remind people of the violence that 
existed both before and during the war. Even though he knew this 
would be a difficult, strenuous task, he  persisted  and  completed  
it.  Time  and  again,  with  each  revisit,  he  faced  his  family 
history, which had been so heavily influenced by the Nazi genocide. 
He kept returning to the appalling events recording all of the details 
recounted by his father.  
 
Spiegelman  shed  light  on  his  father's  past,  which,  until  then,  
had  been  wrapped  in ignorance.   
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